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Student senate’s
executive board mem-
bers are the grease that
keeps senate operation
running smoothly. 
Senate president
Travis Maier leads
meetings and oversees
senate members. “I’m
not the boss of the sen-
ate, but the leader. I do
whatever they ask me
to do. If they request
that I write a letter in
favor or opposing
something, it’s my job
to do that,” he said. 
Maier started his sen-
ate career with little
knowl -
edge of
what the senate
was about. “I
didn’t know one
thing about it. I
maybe read
about it here
and there, but I
always respected the political
process and thought I’d put my
name on the ballot. I didn’t
know who else was running. I
just decided it’d be a good thing
to do. Win or lose, I just wanted
to be involved,” Maier said. 
Maier’s campaign consisted
of sweets and personal inter-
action with the student body.
“I went door to door in the
dorms to talk to people,” he
said. “I think I purchased
1,200 suckers last year. I
handed them out to every-
body, telling them who I was.” 
The position means a lot of
responsibility, but also a lot of
opportunity. “You get to meet a
ton of people, not only in our
school, but state and even
nationwide. It really builds
leadership skills. When you
apply for another job or posi-
tion, it’s going to look good on
the résumé because of the ded-
ication involved,” Maier said. 
The vice president serves on
various committees, helping the
president and secretary with
daily tasks to keep the senate on
track. Erica Wicker has served
as vice president since winning
the uncontested election last
April. “My term has been short
thus far. I’ve had to jump right
in because we have to oversee so
many things. The first week we
already had problems to take
care of and issues to address,”
Wicker said. 
Wicker’s interest in senate
began while serving as a resi-
dent assistant for Nelson.
“There are certain things that
made me or the girls on the
floor mad and I wanted to
bring that to someone. This
[senate] is the best body to
bring it to,” Wicker said. 
Most college students have
seen at least part of the 1978
movie “Animal House,” in
which consumption of alcohol
is a major theme that runs
throughout the plot. 
Drinking continues to be an
issue on college campuses
across the country today. For
those who are underage, the
costs can be more than that of
a case of beer
or a bottle of
blue raspberry
vodka. 
N u m e r o u s
consequences
are associated
with receiving a
minor in con-
sumption of
alcohol charge.
For offenders
18 to 21 years
of age with no prior offenses, a
fine of $150 ensues, including
mandatory attendance of a
class on alcohol awareness
offered at Hendrix Health
Center Friday mornings. 
A maximum of six people can
attend the meetings each
week. “We had six people last
week, and we will probably
have six people again this
week,” said Lynn Peterson,
coordinator for services at
Hendrix. “We want these peo-
ple to realize that having a
meeting at 6:45 (a.m.) is no
punishment. That’s the only
time that works for people. If it
were a punishment, I would
be punishing myself at the
same time.” 
Peterson stressed the
importance of not driving
while under the influence and
making use of the sober cab
program available in
Moorhead or appointing a
designated driver. 
For repeat offenders, the
costs begin to rise. A second
offense can
be anywhere
from $300 to
$ 1 0 0 0 .
Three strikes
and you’re
out.  For the
t h i r d
o f f e n s e ,
there is the
possibility of
spending up
to 12 days in
jail plus paying court fees. 
Brenda Rosten, prosecutor
for the city of West Fargo,
commented on how most
minors learn their lesson the
first time around. “I know of
one guy who spent 30 days in
jail, but that was his choice.
Most don’t want to spend time
in jail because they can’t get a
school or work release.” 
In the past year at MSUM,
there have been 53 liquor 
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Student senate board members lead the weekly senate meeting. They
are (from left), Shapeera Davis, treasurer; Erica Wicker, vice president;
and Travis Maier, president.
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By GLENN TORNELL
Special to The Advocate
Krisandra Johnson, a 2000
MSUM health education
graduate from Hillsboro,
N.D., ate
three live
A f r i c a n
c a v e -
d w e l l i n g
spiders on
NBC’s top-
rated real-
ity series
“ F e a r
F a c t o r ”
M o n d a y
evening and is a finalist for
the show’s $50,000 top prize.
The competition continues
Monday.
Johnson, who worked as a
professional dancer for
Princess Cruise Lines after
graduating, is now a cheer-
leader with the Minnesota
Timberwolves’ Extreme Team. 
She is quoted on the show’s
Web site as saying, “... it tast-
ed like dirt and tree bark. It
was so gross. I didn’t gag on
the first one. The second one
I gagged and I thought I was
gonna lose my cookies every-
where, in front of everything.
Not only did I embarrass
myself with tears coming
down my eyes, but I was
gonna lose my cookies in
front of everybody.” 
That’s not good news for
the Timberwolves’ mascot,
whose name happens to be
Crunch. 
In the reality series, now
in its third season, six con-
testants try to outbrave one
another in a series of three
outrageous stunts ranging
from sitting in a pit with
3,000 scorpions to milking
a goat by mouth. The show
is watched by an estimated
18 million Americans. 
To become one of the three
finalists, Johnson competed
in two events: one requiring
her to crawl on a pole sus-
pended 400 feet in the air
from the roof of the
Mandalay Bay Resort and
Casino in Las Vegas, the
other testing her speed in
extracting seven pig knuck-
les, using her teeth, from the
bottom of a pool filled with
piranhas. 
Eating African cave-dwelling
spiders was part of a contest
among the three finalists-
Johnson and two guys — to
win a new 2004 Mazda RX-8
sports car. 
The competition with
Johnson will conclude on next
M o n d a y ’ s
show, airing
at 7 p.m. on
NBC (chan-
nel 11). 
P r e v i e w s
indicate one
of the
stunts will
include a
cockroach-
filled coffin.
MSUM alumna eats arachnids on ‘Fear Factor’
Minors mean major trouble
for underage drinkers
Left: 2000 MSUM alumna
Krisandra Johnson eats one of
three African cave-dwelling
spider on NBC’s “Fear Factor,”
where contestants perform
stunts to win $50,000. Below:
Johnson reacts to hearing she
has to eat the spiders to
advance in the contest.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS
I know of one guy who spent
30 days in jail, but that 
was his choice. Most 
students don’t want 
to spend time in jail.
Brenda Rosten
West Fargo prosecutor
“
By SARAH OLSONAWSKI
Features Editor
Johnson
❒ SENATE, back page 
The third in
a three-part
series on
student 
senate.
Senate exec board leads group
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S THEecurityReport
9.25 - 9.28
9.26
9.27
9.27
9.28
9.28
Vandalism of property in
parking lot A-2.
Medical emergency in
Ballard.
Vandalism of property
outside King.
Fire lane violation in
parking lot D.
Hit and run in parking
lot E.
HapHappenings 
and Events
10.2-10.8
10.3
Newman Center bonfire and
hay ride, 6:45 p.m., meet at
Newman Center.
10.3
MSUM Orchestra, 8 p.m., CA
gallery foyer. 
10.4
Ten percent’s annual drag
show, 8 p.m.-12 a.m., CMU
Ballroom, $3 admission.
Dragons’en
Organizational events
on campus
10.2-10.8
Get your organization listed
in the Dragons’ Den. Send us
the time, date and location of
your next event and watch
the people come rolling in.
advocate@mnstate.edu
10.2
Christian Bible Fellowship Bible
studies, 7 p.m., CMU 207. 
10.6
Stop the Hate, 6 p.m., CMU 208.
10.6
Public Relations Student Society
of America meeting, 2 p.m.,
mass communications office.
10.8
Residence Hall Association,
9:30 p.m., Kise line D.
Career fair 
helps graduates
The Tri-College Career and
Internship Fair is from 10
a.m. to noon and 1 to 3 p.m.
on Wednesday at the Fargo
Civic Auditorium.
The event is free of charge
and open to everyone. Over
75 companies and agencies
from all over the United
States will be present. 
Transportation will be pro-
vided. See a schedule for
shuttle times and a list of
participating employers at
www.mnstate.edu/career. 
Prepare for the fair from 4 to
5 p.m. today (Thursday) in
CMU 207. Visit career services
at CMU 114 or give them a call
at 477-2131 to sign up.
Advocate meetings 
4:30 p.m. Mondays 
CMU 207
The Advocate is published weekly during the
academic year, except during final examination
and vacation periods. 
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college administration,
faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor
and your turn submissions. They should be
typed and must include the writer’s name, sig-
nature, address, phone number, year in school
or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are
due Monday at 5 p.m. and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130, dropped off at The Advocate
office in CMU Room 110 or e-mailed to us at:
advocate@mnstate.edu. The Advocate reserves
the right to edit letters and refuse publication of
letters omitting requested information. It does
not guarantee the publication of any letter. 
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Organization
assembly informs
The office of student activi-
ties is sponsoring its first
organizational assembly at 7
p.m. on Tuesday in CMU 205.
All student organizations
are encouraged to send one
member to participate in dis-
cussion and learn valuable
information.
The topics will include how
to plan a good organization
start, where to go for informa-
tion and resources, and the
organization budget process. 
Contact the office of student
activities for more informa-
tion at 477-2790 or e-mail at
ctr4orgs@mnstate.edu. 
Cultural tools
expand diversity
MSUM will host the
Multicultural Development
Center’s 10th Annual Diversity
Conference, live via satellite, at
8:30 p.m. today (Thursday) in
CMU 101. The event is free
and open to the public.
The conference will share
tools to expand competencies
and cultural understanding. 
For more details, visit
www.mnstate.edu/notas or
call Abner Arauza at 477-2721.
X-treme sports fans were dis-
appointed earlier this summer
when heavy rains delayed con-
struction on Fargo’s outdoor
skate park. Scheduled to open
in July, the park could not cel-
ebrate its grand
opening until
Monday.
Located at
Dike West, the
park is central
to Fargo-
M o o r h e a d
skaters, which
n u m b e r
approximately 2,500 skaters. 
Proposals for the park were
accepted and it was designed
to give skateboarders their
own venue. Before this, they
skated on public and private
property.
This was an annoyance to
many people because of the
damaging effects on property.
Nathan Schultz, a skateboarder
from Bemidji, Minn., said,
“Skateboarding doesn’t cause
as much dam-
age as the
weather.” 
He said peo-
ple are “con-
cerned about
the unsightly
appearance of
wax (that
skaters use on
their boards) because you have
to pressure wash it to clean it
off.” He thinks they are really
worried about liability.
Whether they were con-
cerned about liability or
destruction, the city council
approved the park after Clay
Whittlesey, assistant direc-
tor of recreation for the park
district, argued having a
skate park, which also
caters to bikers and in-line
skaters, would decrease the
amount of damage to public
property.
He also pointed out there are
fewer injuries in skateboard-
ing than in baseball or foot-
ball, and that he found skate-
boarders to be very respectful
of each other, despite varying
skill levels. 
Free admission should inter-
est skaters and bikers of any
skill level. The skate park will
be open from sunrise to sun-
set, from spring until temper-
atures drop below freezing.
Schultz thinks the park is “the
greatest (he has) ever seen,” but
he said it “sucks that you can’t
ride it year round.” 
For those who still want to
skate after winter, there is also
a 2,800 square foot indoor
skate park located at YMCA-
West. Helmets are required, as
are waivers signed by
guardians for skaters under
age 18. 
Beginning skateboarders can
use the facility on Saturday
mornings from 10 until noon. 
Admission costs $2 for mem-
bers and $6 for non-members.
This park is also available to
in-line skaters, except for the
Saturday beginner sessions.
The indoor park opened
more than three weeks ago.
The outdoor park has also
been available for use for a few
weeks, but the official opening
took place on Monday from 5
to 7 p.m. 
The iota skateboard team
from California skated at 5
p.m. A ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny was held at 6 p.m., with
open use beginning at 6:30
p.m. Y 94 and The Dam broad-
cast live from 5 to 6 p.m. 
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Skaters’ dream opens in Moorhead
FEATURES
By ASHLEY THORNBERG
Staff Writer
PHOTOS BY JASON PROCHNOW/PHOTO EDITOR
Skaters (from left) Dane Huotari, 15, Luke Hampton, 14, and Andy Anderson, 16, drop into one of the runs
at the new skate parks by Dike West. X-treme sports fans can skate from sunrise to sunset. 
Thornberg can be reached 
at b6183@hotmail.com.
Skateboarding doesn’t
cause as much damage 
as the weather.
Nathan Schultz
Skateboarder
“
Taner Nelson, 14, prepares for a
practice run.
Throughout last year, things
were flying from cars, sticking on
bumpers, wrapping mailboxes and
foreheads, etc. Heroes wrapped up
in “War for Iraqi Freedom” apparel
practically outnumbered the
everyday TommyGirls, both
groups proudly bouncing colors
off their chest. However, like
“United We Stand” posters hiding
behind dusty downtown windows
at Ameripride Inc., that communi-
ty spirit faded and many car flags
turned purple and gold. 
Is this the result of ESPN, elevating
Rush Limbaugh to football
announcer? Will superAmericans
continue to distinguish themselves
from flag burners, without the assis-
tance of a Patriot Pump? Will some-
one take his place and be heard by
stepping up to the mic? Surely
there’s enough soap at Ameripride
Inc. to encourage another. 
Would anything have inspired
Mr. Limbaugh to continue leading
the nation in the right direction?
Perhaps a memorial photo would
persuade him to decline the pro-
motion. 
Rush him the image taken this
summer of Nemzek Field, when
14,187 American flags were rest-
ing quietly between end zones,
gallantly streaming for a week of
dark nights while illuminated by
massive stadium... lights? 
Come to think of it, what about
those stadium lights? The Fallen
Heroes display closed before dark,
and the gates, they were locked up
tight. Yet, those 14,187 American
flags gleamed all through the
night. Considering current budget
cuts, it must have cost a lot to
light the sky, while safely we slept,
until dawn’s early light. 
Who left the lights on! Was this
some bureaucratic, outdated pol-
icy decision about flag etiquette?
Did we really need a ten million
watt reminder? It isn’t necessary
to illuminate a car flag, just take
it in at night and when it rains.
And store it properly, rather than
flopping it on to the passenger
seat. These are requirements for
respecting the flag, if you choose
to display one from your house or
car. Not all flags, just American
ones. Those are American flags
we see, aren’t they? If they are
not, why are you due any respect
for flying them? If they are, you’ve
revealed the difference between
superamericans and flag burn-
ers—intelligence—flag burners
know what they are doing.
If what you’re showing off is an
American flag it likely was dese-
crated before you plucked it from
the heap on Wal-Mart’s bottom
shelf. Don’t worry. The flag police
won’t get you. 
Granted the state will legislate
new laws, as it recently has, relat-
ing to our valued symbols. Still,
with a little common sense we the
people can rest assured that those
laws don’t read something like—I
pledge my allegiance with Plenty of
Minnesota, and will hold up
respect for your rights, by conceal-
ing my bare arms under colored
sweaters; I will wear the colors off
The Emergency Terror System, fol-
lowing fellow patrons of The
Homeland Security Depot—
”whose love of country and state
will diminish as respect for the flag
weakens,” so says the Supreme
Court regarding flag desecration. 
Jimmy P. Powell
MSUM sophomore
Your turn
Hi! My name is Christian
Workman. I’m the secretary of
MSUM’s International Student
Club. I’m the oldest of four, and
when I was in ninth grade, I decid-
ed that I wanted to become an ele-
mentary teacher. I’m not a native
of Minnesota or North Dakota. In
fact, I’m originally from Colorado.
My parents moved a lot, and for
a few years I lived in Germany,
since my parents were both sta-
tioned there with the Army. I’m
still an elementary education
major, but I’m starting my empha-
sis on German since I have never
taken it before. What I do know is
what my grandmother (who’s
German) and my parents have
taught me.
Anyway, you’re probably won-
dering how I became involved
with the International Students
Club. I was introduced to the club
through a good friend of mine
from Azerbaijan, who was very
surprised to know that I knew
about her country, even the cor-
rect pronunciation. 
Since the first meeting, I met
many students from different
countries and different back-
grounds. I find this very fascinat-
ing since I’ve always liked to trav-
el and learn about new people. I
enjoy visiting and learning about
other cultures, especially when
school and work become hectic. 
I think we are all international
in some way. What I enjoy most
about being in the International
Students Club is spending time
with other students and showing
them around Minnesota. 
A few weeks ago, the club went on
a canoe trip to Sebeka, Minn.,
where I graduated from high school.
Last Wednesday, we had a fundrais-
ing dance at the Underground,
which was a lot of fun.
My favorite part of the year is
when the ISC hosts their annual
Celebration of Nations in April. It
is a smaller version of the Festival
of Nations in the Twin Cities. 
I am looking forward to more
events with the ISC in the next year.
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Advocate editorial
Lower drinking
age would teach
responsibility, 
promote safety
How can American politicians watch the youth
in this country destroy themselves with alcohol
and not do anything about it?
Here’s a proposition that could do a lot to help
alleviate the problem: Lower the drinking age.
Yeah, that’s right. That’s one possible answer to
the booze issue faced by many young people in
this country. 
There’s a number of classic arguments for this
side of the argument. Why are 18-year-olds
allowed to vote in public elections, but not
allowed to enter a tavern? Why are kids fresh
out of high school given the OK to join the mili-
tary, fight and die for our country, yet they are
unable to enjoy a beer in a restaurant.
While those arguments have yet to work, here’s
one that might—lower the drinking age to teach
responsibility.
Incoming freshmen all over the country left
their parents this past August for their very first
year of college life. Whether parents like it or
not, each of their children will almost definitely
be doing some alcohol consuming while they’re
in college, and they’re not going to wait to turn
21 to do it.
Under present alcohol regulations, 18- and 19-
year-old students are throwing parties or drink-
ing alone in their residence hall rooms, putting
them at risk of getting thrown out of on-campus
living. Many of these students had not experi-
mented much or even at all with alcohol until
they left for college. 
These students will find their way to alcohol
sooner or later, but the environment in which
they consume can make a huge difference in
terms of safety. Students would be better off in
supervised areas—like bars or restaurants—
where their consumption can be monitored in
rather than in the seclusion of a dormitory.
Dropping the legal drinking age would allow
these students to go out to public places and
consume alcohol in a controlled and monitored
environment. That way, there would be a lot less
cases of students ending up in the “meat
wagon” with alcohol poisoning or any other ill-
nesses related to alcohol.
Let’s give it a shot. It’s not like it needs to be
put in stone. If there is no improvement, change
it back. It wouldn’t be the first time, and it
won’t be the last.
At the very least, let’s not just stand by and
watch students drink themselves sick or worse
before we make a change.
board
Alicia Strnad
Editor
Sarah Olsonawski
Features Editor
Hayden Goethe
Sports Editor
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily those of the college administration,
faculty or student body. The Advocate encourages letters to the editor and Your Turn submissions.
They should be typed and must include the writer’s name, signature, address, phone number, year
is school or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130, dropped off in The Advocate office or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
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Flag etiquette is a simple matter
Americans welcome in International Club
By CHRISTIAN WORKMAN
International Student Club secretary
Does nobody listen to you?
Well, we will.
Send all letters to the editor to advocate@mnstate.edu.
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Having attended a few battle of
the bands in my time, and a cou-
ple more recently, it got me think-
ing about
the format
of these
e v e n t s .
Some let
the whole
a u d i e n c e
vote, some
go by
applause,
and some
h a v e
judges who
vote. While
t h e s e
m e t h o d s
work well
for voting, I
t h i n k
something needs to be done on
how the bands are presented to
the audience. 
So, with the help of some
friends, Rita and Conchita, we
came up with a new and
improved way to hold a battle of
the bands based on the music
they play. Sure, original songs are
great, but we felt to truly judge a
band’s talent, there are certain
things that need to be played,
such as ...
A Lynyrd Skynyrd song
That’s right. Every band needs
to play one. Nothing can get the
crowd going like a Skynyrd song.
There’s almost always someone
who sits in the back shouting,
“Freebird!” and now you can
appease them. Sure, the songs
are long, but it allows the band to
jam, and you can get a feel for
how well the band members get
along with each other as they
coordinate solos, etc.
A Britney Spears song
Okay, so you might be thinking
this doesn’t quite fit in with the
genre of many of the bands play-
ing a battle of the bands thing.
And that’s exactly the point. It
doesn’t fit in, and it’ll be a chal-
lenge for the band. They can take
a pop sound and make it have
‘their’ sound or play it straight.
A Creed song
Yes, to some, this band is not a
favorite. But that doesn’t mean
the songs can’t be played. Think
of it this way –  every rocker has a
soft side. They made an entire CD
of so-called monster ballads. This
presents the band with a chance
to show their skill at a ballad. 
Finally, an original song
After all of the covers are said
and done, it’s their chance to take
the skills shown previously and
expand upon them by showcasing
their writing talent.
So, looking at these songs, you
get to hear the band play a jam
song, a pop song, a ballad and an
original. That’s a pretty diverse
way to showcase a band’s true
talent. It may make the show
longer, though. But that’s okay.
The usual 20 minutes a band is
allotted may have to go to a half
hour, but the idea here was that
picking something more genre-
oriented would be a way to help
the judges or whomever pick the
best band.
Sure, there are some kinks to
work out. Obviously, the bands
would have to coordinate which
songs are played, as you don’t
want to have to hear “Tuesday’s
Gone” or “... Baby One More
Time” several times during the
night. But otherwise, we felt this
was a new way to approach a bat-
tle of the bands. Maybe we’ll have
to give it a try someday.
SAMANTHA
MILLER
Advocate columnist
“Think of it this way
– every rocker has a
soft side.”
Miller can be reached 
at lefty_smiller@hotmail.com.
Play more Creed, Britney songs at battle of bands
Nothing can get the crowd
going like a Skynyrd song.
There’s almost always
someone who sits in the
back shouting ‘Freebird!’ and
now you can appease them.
▼
“
So, while breaking down boxes
at the restaurant I work at (I will
not say its name, because I’m so
bashful), I
overheard
my also-
m a l e
supervisor
say to a
co-worker
that he
was “the
only man
w o r k i n g
that day.” 
I prompt-
ly went up
to him and
b e g a n
punching
him in the
neck, say-
ing, “Hey
‘only man working here.’ If you’re
so tough, why don’t you finish
breaking down boxes for me?” 
His response was, “Oh, Kelly. I
forgot you were here.” 
The whole incident got me
thinking about my place in the
universe, and I figured it all out. I
am sort of forgettable. I have a
very forgettable quality to me. 
Oh, dear. Is this one of those “Woe
is me, nobody loves me, pity me”
sort of columns so prevalent with
the livejournal.com generation? No,
I’m just saying that I’m forgotten a
lot. People “forget” my name (Need a
hint? It’s not Kevin). My friends
“forget” my phone number, espe-
cially on the weekends, when
they’re out having fun, and I’m at
home, thumbing through my
Garbage Pail Kids collection. My
parents “forgot” my birthday. Those
darn Taco Bell drive-thru workers
keep “forgetting” to put extra sour
cream on my seven-layer burritos. 
Maybe this is one of those “Woe
is me ...” columns. 
Anyway, I’ve compiled a list of my
memorable qualities. I suggest that
you all clip it out and carry it with
you at all times, so that, in case
you should find yourself in the
position of forgetting Kelly Hagen,
you can whip out this column and
instantly remember who  I am.
–Many people know I have a twin
brother, but few know this: I’m
actually the evil twin. I’ve been
known to pose as him at work, get-
ting him fired by sexually harassing
female (and sometimes male) co-
workers. Or I’ll hatch evil plots and
set up my bro to take the fall for
me. Once, I even married his girl-
friend, letting her think that she
was marrying him, instead. It’s all a
lot of fun and, except for the occa-
sional gun fight in an abandoned
warehouse, me and my brother
really have a good time with it. Well,
at least I do (he’s still a little sour
that I’m married to his girlfriend). 
–You know the song “You Can
Call Me Al” by Paul Simon? That
song was not written about me.
However, the Jack in John
Mellencamp’s “Jack and Diane” is
loosely based on me. 
–Being from the Wizzle, North
Da-Kizzle, I speak fluent Snoop
D-O-double Jizzle, fo shizzle. 
–Marky Mark (a.k.a. famous
movie star Mark Wahlberg) has a
third nipple. Sure, it’s not a mem-
orable quality of mine, but it
might be the only fact you’ll actu-
ally remember from this column. 
–I’m the ’84 North Dakota state
champion at Connect Four.
Everyone’s given a talent in life.
That one’s mine. Thanks, life. 
–My 8th grade science project
involved killing a man in Reno,
just to observe him die. The
results proved inconclusive,
because I didn’t really have a
defined hypothesis. As a result, I
only won a red ribbon, Plus, I’m
not allowed to vote anymore.
When it rains, it pours. 
–I popularized the use of the
word, “Aces.” Also, do you find
yourself referring to your friends
and acquaintances as “dude” a
lot? Yeah, I started that. Just
kind of noticed that nobody said it
one day and gave it a try.
Suddenly, everybody’s doing it.
Oh, you’re welcome. 
–During the Pearl Jam concert
in Fargo, a “Jeff, Jeff, Jeff,” chant
started up between songs, while
Eddie Vedder was talking about
PJ’s bass player, Jeff Ament. Well,
it was me that started that chant.
Yep, all me. And don’t even think
about testing me, junior. I have a
bootleg of the concert to prove it. 
–Once, while under the influence
of too much ... um ... cough syrup,
I realized that the only existence I
could prove in the entire universe
was my own. As such, there is a
possibility that, since I couldn’t
really prove conclusively that any-
one/thing existed outside of my
head, I am all there is, and every-
thing else exists only within my
omnipotent psyche. In which
case, no one is actually reading
this column right now, because
none of you actually exist. 
In which case, this column
doesn’t really need a conclusion.
Have a good day, non-existants.
You know the song “You Can
Call Me Al” by Paul Simon?
That song was not written
about me.
▼
Hagen can be reached 
at wonderful_lie@hotmail.com.
“
Reasons to remember a forgettable guy
Opinion editor
KELLY
HAGEN
“Maybe this is one of
those ‘Woe is me ...’
columns.”
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By JARROD SCHOENECKER
Staff Writer
Vertical Horizon’s ‘Go’ leaves
no room for interpretation
10
.0
2.
03
Alternative rock band Vertical Horizon’s
new CD “Go,” is not quite “Everything
You Want.”
Vertical Horizon has been on a stand-
still since the 1999 release of their album
“Everything You Want.” “Go,” despite the
time lapse, boasts variations on their
own style of rock music, a unique feature
of this band compared to most. In addi-
tion to Vertical Horizon’s ability for varia-
tion, “Go” also continues with the tradi-
tions of the band’s rich harmonies, one-
of-a-kind rifts, strong vocals and strong
instrumentals. 
Where “Go” goes wrong is in the words.
After all it is not what you say but how
you say it. Many of the lyrics are too 
straightforward and explain things in
great detail, leaving nothing to the inter-
pretation of the listener’s own experience
and not much space for the music to ex-
press the mood at some times.
If you can listen to “Go” a few times and
get over the lyrics, you will really appre-
ciate the good work happening.
One thing the band does well in this
album is capture the moments we expe-
rience in life and put them to a unique
style of music.
Vertical Horizon definitely has a strong
point for devising a song for most every
experience we have encountered in life,
doing it in different ways and sometimes
even accomplishing it with putting a pos-
itive tone to otherwise really gray experi-
ences. It is creative what they do.
A song exemplary of their ability to put
experience to creative music is track
seven on the album, “It’s Over.” It com-
bines a melody that brings remnants of
some late ’70s and early ’80s television
shows’ themes as well as the early ’90s TV
show theme “Doogie Howser, M.D.” The
song also has a good open-arena sound-
ing electric guitar solo that energizes it.
The album is definitely for those who
have had a few experiences in life, as
their other albums have also portrayed.
It may be a good CD to have on hand for
those difficult times, break-ups, relation-
ship quarrels, etc.
If you are not fond of this album or want
a better taste of their music before pur-
chasing “Go,” I would recommend pur-
chasing “Everything You Want,” and, if
that pleases you, try sampling “Go,” “Live
Stages,” “Running on Ice” and “There and
Back Again.” I like the things happening
on the album and love their unique style,
but I seem to be left with the feeling of
wanting just a little bit more out of it. 
I give “Go” by Vertical Horizon three-
and-a-half green lights out of five—worth
checking out, but maybe wait until it
goes off the new release price.
Schoenecker can be reached
at schoenja@mnstate.edu.
10.2
“Mantras of Life” display by
Cecilia Lieder in the Serkland
and Excel Energy Hallways
Galleries, Café Muse in the
Plains Art Museum, 704 1st
Ave. N., Fargo, free
10.2-10.4
MSUM theater department 
presents “A Lie of the Mind,”
7:30 p.m., Gaede stage, free
with student ID 
10.3
MSUM music department 
presents their orchestra 
concert, 8 p.m., Our Redeemer
Church, 1000 14th St. S.,
Moorhead, free
10.9
Pulitzer Prize nominated poet
and author Ray Gonzalez will
read from his short story col-
lections “The Ghost of John
Wayne” and “Circling the
Tortilla Dragon,” 8 p.m., King
Auditorium, free
Fargo-Moorhead 
events 
and 
performances
BAR
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The Dragon volleyball team split last week’s
conference games, beating Wayne (Neb.) State
College 3-0 (32-30, 30-26, 30-23) Friday and
falling to Southwest Minnesota State
University, Marshall, 3-1 (25-30, 30-21, 30-21,
30-19) Saturday. 
The Dragons opened home conference play
triumphantly, gaining the season’s first confer-
ence win Friday against Wayne State. 
“Our kids played very well,” said head coach
Tammy Blake-Kath. “They came out and
achieved their goals.”
The Dragons (8-7, 1-2 NSIC) were happy to
finish the weekend with the split. In an
increasingly competitive NSIC, conference wins
hold great importance. 
“I think our conference is very improved over-
all,” said Blake-Kath. “You can’t take any team
for granted. I think this is the strongest our
conference has ever been.” 
The Dragons’ performance against Wayne
State was one of their best offensive showings
of the season. Senior middle hitter Courtney
Syvertsen’s 15 kills and freshman outside hit-
ter Sigourney Schaffer’s 13 kills led the way
for the Dragons. Syvertsen and Schaffer are
currently first and second on the team in kills
with 186 and 175, respectively. 
“I thought that Friday night Sigourney
Schaffer and Courtney Syvertsen played very
well offensively, with Jesseca White playing
very well at libero,” Blake-
Kath said. 
White, a freshman, record-
ed eight digs against SMSU
and currently leads the
Dragons with 104 digs on
the season.
The Dragons were at home
for the first time since their
home tournament in late
August. The win over
Wayne State was their third straight at
home. 
“It was good to be in front of the home
crowd again. It felt really good to have a win
in the conference,” Schaffer said. “We were
excited to show people we’re competitors.”
The Dragon women carried the momentum of
MSUM got off to an early lead
for the third time in three
straight years against
Concordia-St. Paul. 
But, after taking a 10-0 lead
into the second quarter, the
Golden Bears exploded to
score 24 unanswered points
on three touchdowns and a
field goal on their way to a 34-
17 win.
The Dragons (1-3, 1-1 NSIC)
shined in the first quarter,
shutting down the Concordia-
St. Paul (3-1, 2-0 NSIC)
offense and wasting no time
when they got the ball back.
Although their first drive
ended in a field goal, the
Dragons got on the board with
a 2-yard touchdown rush from
senior fullback Jake
Sternhagen with two minutes
and 30 seconds remaining in
the first quarter. 
A 67-yard pass from sopho-
more quarterback Sean
Belmont to senior wide receiv-
er Chad Davison set up
Sternhagen’s touchdown.
Davison stayed standing with
some nice moves down the
right sideline. The senior led
all receivers with 158 yards on
six catches. 
“They had
10 men on
the line of
scrimmage,”
MSUM coach
Ralph Micheli
said. “They
weren’t cov-
ering any
passes. We’re
good enough at wide receiver
that with that many people on
the line of scrimmage, you
can’t cover our guys one-on-
one.”
Just as in the previous two
years, things took a turn for
the worse. 
MSUM’s collapse started
when sophomore quarterback
Sean Belmont was injured on a
scramble. It was later discovered
that Belmont had a torn ACL. 
“I wasn’t even touched,”
Belmont said. “They (trainers)
said it would take about six
months to rehab.”
Belmont had been more than
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FOOTBALL
TRIVIA 
1. Who was the last NFL player
to throw for seven touchdowns
in a game?
2. The Twins have won two World
Series since moving to the Twin
Cities in 1961. How many did
they win as the Washington
Senators prior to 1961?
Answers:
1: Joe Kapp threw seven TDs in a game in
1969 as a member of the Minnesota Vikings.
2: One, in 1924. The Senators defeated the
New York Giants four games to three.
SPEAKING
The team is really good
this year. It’s been really
fun for us.
MSUM women’s golf coach 
Tracie Bents of her team’s 
success thus far.
“
AHEAD
FOOTBALL CROSS COUNTRY LACROSSEVOLLEYBALL
LOOK
A
The Midas touch
Golden Bears erase deficit, hand Dragons home loss
VOLLEYBALL
By DUSTIN MONKE
Staff Writer
❒ GOLDEN, page 9  
Schaffer
MSUM quarterback Sean Belmont evades the Concordia-St. Paul defense in the Dragons’ home opener Saturday.
LIZZIE STARK/THE ADVOCATE
LIZZIE STARK/THE ADVOCATE
MSUM senior Val Wolf (12) goes for a kill against two Southwest
Minnesota State University blockers Saturday. 
Women settle for home split
By CASEY MOEN
Staff Writer
❒ VOLLEYBALL, page 9 
Frykman
Notes by Hayden Goethe/
sports editor and
MSUM athletic Web site
NEWS & NOTES
The MSUM women’s soccer
team dropped a 3-0 match to
Winona (Minn.) State University
on Friday. Goalkeeper DaLee
Wilkinson stopped five of eight
shots. Warrior goalkeeper
Kristin Nelson made just one
save in getting the shutout.
Dragons wide receiver Chad
Davison and golfer Annie
Meidl were named Dragon
Athletes of the Week.
Wilkinson Davison
The Dragons will travel
to Bemidji (Minn.) State
University for an NSIC
game at 1:30 p.m.
Saturday.
MSUM plays at University of
Minnesota-Crookston at 7 p.m.
Friday and at Bemidji (Minn.)
State University at 6 p.m.
Saturday.
The Dragon harriers hold their
host tournament, the MSUM
Invitational, at the Ponderosa
Golf Course in Glyndon,
Minn., at 4:30 p.m. Friday.
The Dragon’s lacrosse club hosts
a tournament this weekend at
Nemzek. The men and women
each play two games. First
match is at 12:45 p.m. Saturday.
effective prior to the injury, throwing 4-for-10
for 139 yards in a little less than two quarters. 
Jon Frykman, still nursing an injured ankle,
was thrown into action in place of Belmont and
produced well, throwing 9-for-21 for 119 yards
and a touchdown in the fourth quarter. 
“It (the ankle) loosened up a little more when
I went out there,” Frykman said. “I know I can
play on it now, I’ve got the
strength back.” 
More injury troubles plagued
the Dragons when Sternhagen
went down with an injured
shoulder on the Dragons’ last
drive before halftime. He fin-
ished the day with eight carries
for 30 yards. 
“The big thing that hurt us
was the injuries,” Davison said. 
The woes continued during
the second quarter as Golden Bears sophomore
quarterback James McNear threw two touch-
down passes and a late field goal by freshman
kicker Brody Johnson propelled the Golden
Bears to a 17-10 halftime lead. 
Early in the third quarter, it looked like luck
would be on the Dragons’ side when backup
punter Clint Greer hammered a punt out of
bounds at the Dragon 4-yard line. 
It only took Concordia-St. Paul running back
Chris Washington three plays and an 89-yard
rush down the left sideline to put the Golden
Bears up 24-10. 
The Dragons kept things interesting when
Frykman hit Davison for a 30-yard strike late
in the third quarter, narrowing the Golden
Bears’ lead 24-17. 
Frykman began a drive early in the fourth
quarter but was stopped short when junior
fullback Ryan Larson fumbled a pass from
Frykman that set up a Golden Bears’ touch-
down that took just one play. 
McNear connected with senior wide receiver
Joseph Mapson from 28 yards out. McNear
threw 18-for-33 for 282 yards,
three touchdowns and two
interceptions on the day. 
“I don’t think anyone is going
to stop them from scoring,”
Micheli said. “You’ve got to
score some points.”
The Dragons depended on the
pass to keep them in business,
throwing for 258 yards between
Belmont and Frykman. 
Although the passing game
excelled, the Dragons were limited on the ground,
rushing for only 52 yards. Sophomore running
back Tim Zupke led MSUM with 44 yards on nine
carries in backup duty. Starter Cody Wang injured
his MCL in practice and will be sidelined up to a
month. 
“We start getting a lead and then we get too con-
servative,” Davison said. “We’ve got to be more
aggressive.”
The Dragons will be back on the road Saturday
to face Bemidji (Minn.) State University. 
MSUM lost to BSU 35-28 in overtime last year in
a highly contested game.
Sophomore Annie Meidl is,
without question, the top
MSUM golfer this year. 
Meidl played up to that
claim Sunday, hauling in a
first-place finish at the
NDSU/MSUM Quadrangular
at the Moorhead Country
Club.
Meidl shot an eight-over par
80 on the course, topping
UND’s Liz Kaler and Alexia
LaPlant by four strokes.
“I’m happy with the way I
played,” Meidl said. “I just
worked for everything I got.”
The Dragons finished in sec-
ond as a team, despite junior
Amanda Johnson struggling.
Freshman Amber Raisanen
nabbed sixth place, shooting
a 91, to help the Dragons fin-
ish four shots ahead of
NDSU. 
“I started off with a rough
day,” Raisanen said. “I was-
n’t really in a groove. I made
a few errors early that cost
me four or five strokes.”
“I know that our potential is
a lot better than that,”
MSUM head coach Tracie
Bents said. “I’m just
extremely happy for Annie
(Meidl).”
Meidl had only played 16
holes on the Moorhead
Country Club course before
Sunday, but it was hard to
tell. Meidl shot effectively
with her irons in getting to
the greens, and putted well
enough to maintain first.
“I hit a lot of greens in reg-
ulation,” Meidl said. “I was
not as good off the tee as I
have been, but seeing the
course was helpful because a
lot of the holes are tricky.”
While it would seem the
Dragons had a “home-course”
advantage, the Dragon golfers
actually lacked experience on
the course. 
“I personally had never seen
the course before (Sunday),”
Raisanen said. “(UND and
NDSU) actually had an
advantage.”
Johnson finished in a tie for
13th place, while sophomore
Nikki Voge and freshman
Jessica Burke notched 17th
and 19th, respectively.
UND finished with a 349,
followed by MSUM at 370 and
NDSU at 374. University of
Minnesota-Crookston sent
only one golfer, Jen Orcutt,
who finished fourth.
Bents thinks that the
NDSU/MSUM Quadrangular
will serve as solid preparation
for the NSIC Championships
in Willmar, Minn., from
Saturday to Monday.
“I think this was a good
warm-up for us,” Bents said. 
The Dragons were to com-
pete in the Bemidji State
Invite this past weekend, but
MSUM pulled out after a
number of teams had done
the same.
The players feel good head-
ing into the final meet of the
conference season. When it
gets down to the champi-
onship, it’s just as much
mental as it is physical.
“Every tournament helps
you prepare mentally and
physically,” Raisanen said.
“I’m hoping and praying we
do pretty well. I think we’re
third or fourth in conference,
but I’m hoping for third.”
Coach Bents has seen the
course in Willmar and is con-
cerned about the potential
pitfalls the Dragons may
encounter.
“They can definitely find
trouble there,” Bents said.
“(The course) is a little short-
er, but it’s pretty wooded.”
Bents would like to see both
Meidl and Johnson receive
all-conference consideration.
Bents has high hopes for
this team at the NSIC
Championships. She thinks
this could be the best MSUM
women’s golf team ever.
“I’d really like for us to fin-
ish third,” Bents said. “The
team is really good this year.
We’re due for a good one.”
their Friday night win into Saturday, according
to Blake-Kath, but the SMSU defense was too
much. 
“I thought we came out and played well in
the first game,” said Blake-Kath. “They were
digging up everything we were hitting at
them and we have some pretty strong hit-
ters. You have to give Southwest credit, they
played great defense.”
Sophomore outside/middle hitter Diana
Dykema led the Dragons with 13 kills.
Junior setter Susan Kolbow’s 39 set assists
gave her 74 assists for the weekend.
The University of Concordia-St. Paul sits
atop the conference with a perfect 3-0 con-
ference record. Nationally ranked University
of Minnesota-Duluth is second in the NSIC
after a loss last weekend to Concordia-St.
Paul.
The Dragons travel Friday to take on the
University of Minnesota-Crookston (4-11, 0-3
NSIC) and face Bemidji (Minn.) State University
(9-8, 1-2 NSIC) in Bemidji on Saturday.
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WOMEN’S GOLF
Goethe can be reached          
at goetheha@mnstate.edu.
By HAYDEN GOETHE
Sports Editor
Monke can be reached
at dustin_monke@hotmail.com.
LIZZIE STARK/THE ADVOCATE
❒ VOLLEYBALL, from 8  
Moen can be reached
at caseymoen@hotmail.com.
“We start getting a lead
and then we get too
conservative.
Chad Davison
MSUM wide receiver
❒ GOLDEN, from 8  
LIZZIE STARK/THE ADVOCATE
Matt Wandersee (19) and Jason Satter (58) enjoy a nice moment
on the sideline during the Dragons’ first home game Saturday.
Meidl wins Quadrangular
violations on-campus by
underage drinkers. These
include offenses at the
Underground and within the
CMU. Out of the 53, 63 per-
cent occurred on Thursdays
and Fridays, according to a
report compiled by the
Moorhead Police Department. 
The experience of many soci-
eties and groups demonstrates
that drinking problems are
reduced when young people
learn at home from their
parents to drink in a moderate
and responsible manner. 
Katherine Hammond, a resi-
dent of Moorhead and former
MSUM student, said drinking
should be a matter of maturity
rather than age. She said, “It all
has to do with how you were
raised. I know some people who
are of age and still act stupid
when they drink. And I know
people who are underage who
act just fine after having a few
and don’t get out of control.” 
Two years ago, at age 17,
Hammond received a minor. “I
grew up in a small town and
there was never anything to do,
so we drank mostly out of bore-
dom.” Hammond says the United
States should have the same pol-
icy as France where people can
drink once they turn 16. 
“You just need to be respon-
sible and accept the conse-
quences of your actions.” 
Deb Zachmann, a 1981 MSUM
alumna, said 21 is an appropri-
ate age. “Speaking as someone
who could drink legally at age
18, my peers and I thought we
could handle it, but we couldn’t.
We drank dangerous amounts
of alcohol without understand-
ing the consequences,” she said.
“It’s not safe for 18-year-olds to
drink because our society,
young people, can’t handle alco-
hol. They couldn’t then and they
can’t now.”
Eide can be reached
at dragondiva82@cs.com.
❒ MINORS, from front  
The volleyball team huddles around coach Tammy Blake-Kath during a break at MSUM’s game
against Southwest Minnesota State University, Marshall, Saturday.
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CLASSIFIED INFORMATION
COST: The Advocate charges $3 for the first 30 words and $1 for
each additional 20 words. Classified ad forms are available in The
Advocate office during business hours. Payment is required in
advance of publication. Classifieds will not be taken over the phone.
No tearsheets are given and no refunds are given on cancellations.
DEADLINE: Monday by 5 p.m. for the issue published on Thursday,
no exceptions.
MAILING ADDRESS: Ads with payment may be mailed to: The
Advocate, ATTN: Classifieds, Minnesota State University Moorhead,
Box 130, Moorhead, MN 56560. Ads with payment may also be
dropped off in The Advocate office, Room 110 in the CMU.
ERRORS: The Advocate is responsible only for the cost of the first
incorrect insertion of the ad. It is the responsibility of the advertiser
to check the accuracy of the ad and make corrections if necessary.
The Advocate will not be liable for slight aesthetic changes or typo-
graphical errors that do not lessen the intent of the ad. The Advocate
is not responsible for errors due to illegible copy.
CLASSIFICATIONS AVAILABLE: For Sale, Help Wanted, Other, For
Rent, Personals, Roommates, Textbooks, Spring Break, Typing
Services, Wanted to Buy.
Spring Break 2004. Travel with
STS, America’s #1 student tour
operator, to Jamaica, Cancun,
Acapulco, Bahamas and Florida.
Now hiring campus reps. Call for
group discounts.
Information/Reservations 1-800-
648-4849 or www.ststravel.com.
Ideal job for students doing light
commercial cleaning in office
settings. Must be able to work
Monday through Friday, early
evenings with every weekend
off. Shifts vary from two to five
hours per day. Apply in person at
3431 4th Ave. S., Suite C.
Spring Break
Help Wanted
Spring Break ‘04 with
StudentCity.com and Maxim
magazine! Get hooked up with
free trips, cash and VIP status
as a campus rep! Choose from
15 of the hottest destinations.
Book early for FREE MEALS,
FREE DRINKS and 150 percent
lowest price guarantee! To
reserve online or view our photo
gallery, visit
www.studentcity.com or call 
1-888-SPRINGBREAK!
SPRING BREAK with Mazatlan
Express.  Mazatlan/Cancun.
From $499+. Or earn a free trip
by being a rep. (800) 366-4786. 
For Rent
“Fall” into Carlton. Impressive
eff., 1, 2, 3 bd. Heat paid,
garage, balcony and more! Ask
about our “Hurry Back” special!
carlton@goldmark.com or 281-
3928 EHO.
#1 SPRING BREAK COMPANY
in Acapulco is now offering 3
destinations! Go loco in
Acapulco, party in Vallarta, or
get crazy in Cabo - all with
BIANCHI-ROSSI TOURS. Book
by Oct. 31 - get FREE MEALS!
Organize a group and travel for
FREE. Call for details. 800-875-
4525 or www.bianchi-rossi.com
Need college girl to live in pri-
vate home. Pay your way
through college and gain excel-
lent work experience with this
great job. Room, board and
$150/month. 237-3959
Door-to-door sales. Product is a
self-help book written by a man
paralyzed from the neck down.
Book is approved for sale by
Barnes & Noble. Potential
income $18/hour and up. No
investment required. 237-3959
Local market research firm hiring
PT telephone interviewers.
Experience helpful. NO TELE-
MARKETING Send résumé to
Data Collection Manager. PO
Box 9098, Fargo ND 58106-
9098 or email to
mbierdeman@dhresearch.com
No phone calls please.
ACT NOW! Book 11 people, get
12th trip free. Visit the official
Web site for spring break ‘04.
The best deals to the hottest
destinations. Group discounts for
six+. www.springbreakdis-
counts.com or 800-838-8202.
Free pregnancy testing with
RN’s. Your first choice for preg-
nancy related concerns. Caring
and confidential. Clinic services:
237-6530.
Other
One bdrm. apartment available
NOW. $250/mo. plus $350
deposit. All utilities paid. 1301
2nd Ave. S., Moorhead. If inter-
ested, please call 218-237-3770
or 218-287-8670.
Beauty comes in all shapes and
sizes. Yes, that’s right ALL sizes.
Ultimate Models of Fargo is now
scouting for fresh faces with a
can-do attitude who are ready to
show the fashion and entertain-
ment world what they can do. If
you’ve thought about modeling
and didn’t think you fit the mold,
think again! Call today! 701-729-
1995.
Call to advertise
477-2365
Large 3 bd. 1/2 block from
MSUM, heat paid, new carpet,
laundry, garages. $600. Call
238-0081.
TABLE TENNIS. Sunday night
club - West Fargo; Wednesday
night league - Fargo. Call Dan
287-2112, Frank 232-7044, or
Don 232-0762.
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❒ SENATE, from front  
For the past two years Wicker
has been involved with the sen-
ate. “I’ve loved getting involved in
school since I was a freshman.
Why not make the most out of
your college career? I want to
take pride when I’m walking
across the graduation platform
this May. I just want to know I
gave something back to the uni-
versity, because they’ve given
me so much,” Wicker said. 
Shapeera Davis serves as
the treasurer. Davis’ duties
include keeping track of the
budget, receipts, and payroll. 
“Different organizations
come in and we (senators)
vote on how the funds are dis-
persed. I keep track of it all
and keep them informed of
where the money is going and
how much we have left,” Davis
said. 
Much like the other executive
members, Davis wanted to be a
voice for the student body.
“There were a couple of things
on campus that I was really
passionate about. I had a lot of
friends that had other prob-
lems as well, so I said, I’d be
the spokesperson and the sen-
ate was a way to get that
through,” Davis said. 
Davis’ spot was uncontested,
but she still campaigned. “I let
them know I was running for
treasurer. Even though I was-
n’t running against anyone,
people can do write-ins.
Someone can beat you, even if
the person didn’t know they
were on the ballot. I think
Donald Duck got a few votes,”
Davis said. 
None of the executive mem-
bers have decided if they will
run for reelection in April.
Porter can be reached
at porterba@mnstate.edu.
Got story ideas?
Send them to 
advocate@mnstate.edu
